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Safeguarding

Parish checks training
Sg.chichester@abdiocese,org.uk
Safeguarding concerns: 01293 651148
angela.mcgrory@abdiocese.org.uk
Parish bereavement support
Request a callback via the Office
Hall & church availability
www.saintsofsussex.com/
church-and-hall-availability

Parish Giving

Name: RCD Arundel & Brighton Saints
of Sussex

Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account No:
41076582

Cheques payable to: Saints of Sussex
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Can be made in person via the terminals
in all our churches
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www saintsofsussex.com/regular-

giving.html

History, Mystery, Majesty.

On this first Sunday of the year, both
our Second Reading and the Gospel
emphasise the importance of ‘staying
awake’. Our Advent preparation
therefore mvolves being shaken awake:
shaken out of ourselves and
reconnecting with reality.

Advent, from the Latin ad venire,
means ‘to come’. Itis a period of
accompanying Mary in pregnant
expectancy, awaiting the birth of Jesus
at Christmas, and reminding us of the
daily need for the spiritual re-birth of
Jesus m our hearts. Waiting 1s part of life. Our Advent waiting
1s an exercise 1 grounding, shaking us awake to the realisation
of the gift Jesus presents to us in the Incarnation, selflessly doing
something for us that we could never do for ourselves, offering
us the gift of salvation.

Saint Bernard of Clairvaux helpfully delineates the three
Advents, or Comings of Christ that punctuate time:

1) The hopeful Advent of history, in which the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us in the Incarnation;
‘God becoming human so that humans might become
God’, as Saint Athanasius put it

2) The hife-giving Advent of mystery, in the here and now,
where Christ 1s both present and hidden, coming to us
who are open to His presence, most especially i the
Eucharist, Scripture and the people we encounter

3) The joyful Advent majesty, in which Christ will come
again 1n glory at the end of time, the Parousia

Jesus came 1 Advent 1 to make Advent 3 possible. Living in
Advent 2, we are on a journey from the first to the third Advent.
It 1s a ime of transformation and preparation, with the
accompanying question, am I ready for Christ to come again?
Journeys require fuel. This Advent 1s a wonderful opportunity
to fill-up on that spiritual fuel of prayer and the Sacraments,
most especially those of Reconciliation and the Fucharist.

An apposite means of preparation 1s to pray together that
wonderful Aramaic prayer that we hear at the end of the New
Testament, marana tha, ‘Come, Lord Jesus’. Come, Lord Jesus:
mto my heart, my family, our parish, our world.

And the disposition we should adopt towards Christ’s Comings
of: History, Mystery, and Majesty was best articulated, I think, in
those words of Pope Saint John Paul II, “remember the past
with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm, and look
forward to the future with confidence”.

I wish you all a fully awake and Blessed Advent.
Fr. Nick.
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1st Sunday of Advent

Ist Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 The Lord gathers all nations together into
the eternal peace of the Kingdom of God

Resp Psalm 122

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

2nd Reading Romans 13:11-14 Salvation is nearer to us now.
Alleluia, Alleluia. Show us, O Lord, your mercy, and
grant us your salvation. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 24~:37-44 Stay awake so that you may be ready.

Bidding Prayers: www. saintsofsussex.com/intercessions

There will be a children’s liturgy this weekend at:

St Peter’s 9am Mass

St Richard’s 9.30am Mass

Our Lady of the Assumption 11.30am

(if you haven’t already registered your child for children’s liturgy then
you will need to do so before the session)

Parish Advent Day of Recollection
6th December (Next Saturday)

St Peter’s Church, East Wittering
led by Fr Con and Fr Nick

10.00 Mass

10.30 Tea & coffee in Church Hall
11.00  Advent Talk by Fr Con
11.45 Holy Hour

12.45  Shared Lunch

Everyone welcome. Please turn up, and
bring something for lunch to share with
other parishioners. Plenty of parkjng

available.

The Funeral Mass of Brendan Martin will be
held at St Peter’s Church on Friday 5th

December at 11am.

Early morning candlelit Mass (Rorate)
in Advent

For children and all parishioners this is an
opportunity to attend this simple candlelight
service preparing us all for Advent.
Originally a Polish tradition, the Masses are
held before sunrise in Advent.

The Masses will be celebrated at 7am on
4th,11th and 18th December in the St
Richard's Blessed Sacrament Chapel.

Please bring along a lantern and candle if you

have one.

A simple breakfast will be served after the Mass in the lower
parish room at St Richard's of juice, tea and coffee, croissant and

porridge to which you are very welcome .

We pray for the repose of the soul of Phyllis
Furnell, parishioner of St Richard’s Church.
We pray for Carl, Katie and the whole family
at this difficult time.

Parish Carols by Candlelight Service,
Saturday 13 December, 3pm at St Peter's,
Wittering. You are warmly invited to our
whole parish service of readings and
international carols, with contributions from all
four churches. Our candlelit service in St
Peter's will be followed by a get-together over
refreshments.

There will be an accessible minibus leaving
from Our Lady of the Assumption, Bosham.
Text or call Olivia to book by 10th December
07411951296.

Christmas Party! All aged 18-30 welcome — come
celebrate with us at St Peter's, Witterings, from 5PM on
Saturday 6th December! There’ll be Mass, great company,
festive vibes, and plenty of Christmas cheer. Need a lift? Rides
available from St Richard’s.Not in the WhatsApp group?
RSVP to Olivia: 07411 951297. Can’t wait to see you there!

Guided Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament

Our Lady, Bosham. Our next service will be
on Wednesday 7 January at 3pm, followed by
refreshments. All welcome.

Tuesday Discussion Group Our Lady of the

Assumption, Bosham (follows Adoration and 10am Mass or
Prayers). Join us for our weekly faith-centred topical discussion
with a friendly group over refreshments. All most welcome.

Friday Faith Cafe meets every Friday after
the 10am Mass or Morning Prayers (unless
there is a funeral Mass). There is usually a
DVD presentation followed by discussion. Tea
and coffee is available.




Dates for your diary - at a glance:
4/12  Rorate Candlelit Mass St Richard’s 7am

6/12  Parish Advent Day of Recollection, St Peter’s Wittering 10am
6/12  Young Adults Christmas Party, St Peter’s, Wittering from 5pm
7/12  Reconciliation service Arundel Cathedral 3pm

9/12  The next RCIA Class St Richard’s 7.30pm
11/12  Rorate Candlelit Mass St Richard’s 7am

13/12  Parish Carols by Candlelight Service, St Peter’s 3pm
16/12  Reconciliation Service Bognor Our Lady of Sorrows 7pm
16/12 The next RCIA Class St Richard’s 7.30pm

Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve

4pm Bosham Angels and Shepherds
6pm Chichester  Angels and Shepherds
9pm Chichester Mass of Christmas Night
(Carols at 9pm, Mass starts at 9.30pm)

Christmas Day

9am Witterings Mass of Christmas Day
9.30am Chichester Mass of Christmas Day
11am Selsey Mass of Christmas Day
11.30 Bosham  Mass of Christmas Day
n.b there will be no 5.30pm Mass

Bible Study

(follows 7pm Mass) - Wednesdays 7.30pm in the Lower
Parish Room for our new course looking at the Biblical roots
of the Mass. New members welcome to join our friendly

group for video study and discussion over refreshments.

In the Swimathon, the parishioners raised £545,
mostly gift aidable, which should benefit the Selsey
Roof fund by just over £650 and a similar amount for
displaced Ukrainian families. Thank you to
swimmers, scorers and sponsors

St Peter’s Ladies’ Christmas Lunch. The Shore
Pub has requested that they have our menu choices
and deposits by Wednesday 3rd December. Menus
are in the church porch and deposits (£10) may be giv-
en to Marie O’Grady

Day of Reflection for Ministers of the Word
Saturday 24th January 2026 11-4pm St Michael’s
church, High Salvington , Worthing BN13 3AL.

Led by Bishop Richard and Catherine Christmas, Liturgy
and Music Adviser. On the weekend of the Sunday of the
Word of God, this day will include talks on the Scriptures,
the Lectionary and its use in the Liturgy, the Liturgy of the
Word, and preparing to minister as a reader. There will be a
time of Lectio Divina, and the day will conclude with the
celebration of Mass. To book a place go to the Events page
of the Diocesan website or use this link Day of Reflection

for Ministers of the Word (24-Jan-2026) - ChurchSuite

Events If you have any questions about this day, do not

hesitate to contact Catherine Christmas at

E: catherine.christmas(@abdiocese.org.uk

Christmas Raffle Our Lady of the Assumption
Bosham - this year's luxury hamper will be raffled
together with other Christmas prizes following Mass
on Sunday 21 December, in aid of St Wilfrid's Hospice
and Fr Joe's mission in Kenya. Prize donations
welcome to Angela or Urszula, please - tickets
available now.

Talk on Palestine, St John the Evangelist, Horsham,
RH12 2P], 30 November, 12.30pm. Join St John the Evan-
gelist Justice & Peace Group for a talk by Edmund Adamus
from charity Friends of the Holy Land. The talk will de-
scribe the current situation in Gaza and the West Bank and
explain how we as Christians can help. There is no need to

book, all are welcome.

Blessings We pray for three children being baptised
into our parish at St Richard’s this weekend. We
warmly welcome Maya, Braydon and Ronni into our
parish family this Sunday. And three next weekend
where we will be welcoming Jayden, Douglas and
Alysha into the Church.

Mental Health Awareness Training,

7 February, 10am-3pm, The St Philip Howard Centre,
Crawley, RH10 6RP (£40). The number of people experi-
encing poor mental health is rising. This course will help
attendees understand the impact and reality of poor mental
health, enabling them to identify the early signs and symp-
toms and signpost people effectively. Book your place here.
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Date Church Time online Mass Intention
Sat 29 Nov Chichester 12 noon |V Deceased members of the Toner and McEwan
Families
Chichester 4.15pm Ordinariate Rite
Chichester 6pm Sandra Bushell RIP (Tony)
Sun 30 Nov Witterings 9am Veronica Brown RIP
1** Sunday Chichester 9.30am In Thanksgiving
Advent Selsey 11am Thanksgiving and for Henry's intentions on his
Sunday Cycle birthday
Year A Bosham 11.30am Dominic and Anne Muldoon RIP (Laura Lewis)
Chichester 12noon Mass in Polish
St Richard 5.30pm Health and wellbeing of Valerie McGuiness.
Mon 1 Dec Chichester 8am v In Thanksgiving (Emiteria Cauzarin)
Tues 2 Dec Chichester 8am M.P Mathew RIP
Bosham 10am Stella and Maurice Luscombe RIP (Mike and Clare
Oliver)
Wed 3 Dec Chichester 8am Morning Prayer, Rosary and Adoration
Selsey 10am
Chichester 7pm
Thurs 4 Dec Chichester 7am Rorate Mass For the intentions of Annette Clive
Friday 5 Dec Chichester 8am Morning Prayer, Rosary and Adoration
Witterings 11am Funeral Mass Brendan Martin
Chichester 12 noon Lena and Jimmy Featherstone RIP
Sat 6 Dec Witterings 10am v Day of Recollection
Seamus Moloney RIP (Eileen Killick)
Chichester 4.15pm Ordinariate Rite
Chichester 6pm v Deceased members of the Mason family (Brigid
Mason)
Sun 7 Dec Witterings 9am Jennifer Lee RIP
2nd Sunday Chichester 9.30am |/ John Siveter RIP
Advent Selsey 11am Deceased members of the Knights of st Columba
Sunday Cycle Bosham 11.30am Mary Bowker RIP
Year A Chichester 12noon Mass in Polish
St Richard 5.30pm Jean Lynch RIP
Confessions Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Bosham Tuesday 9.30-10am Tues 9.30 — 10am,
Chichester | Wednesday 6-7pm, Saturday 5-5.45pm, Wed from 8.30am -1pm & 6— 7pm
Sunday 5-5.30pm Friday 11am-12 noon.
Selsey Wednesday 9.30-10am Mon 9.30-10.30 & Wed 9.30-10am
Witterings Wed 9.00-12noon

Please pray for our sick parishioners: Agnes Martin, Anthony Nageon De Lestang, Barry Buck, Brenda Gibson, David
Pearce, Doreen Headley, Elizabeth McCaughey, Gerald McGregor, Joao da Silva, Jill Serna, Josephine Ferlisi, Kinga Buckley,
Kitty Hall, Lois Bleasdale, Margaret Beazley, Mary Eveleigh, Nell Hassett; Paul Carney, Patricia Herron, Patricia Smith, Ruiyang
Xu, Rita Rooke, Roger Cluff, Sheila Lyons, Susan Line, Trish Evans. Please let the office know of any changes

Gluten-Free Hosts If you require a Gluten-Free host, please advise the Welcomer (or Celebrant if a Welcomer is not available) before Mass begins. These
will be placed in a small pyx in the Ciborium, on top of the other hosts. When you approach the Priest for Holy Communion, please ask for ‘Gluten-Free’ and
they will hand the unopened pyx to you, saying, ‘The Body of Christ’, in the normal way. This removes the risk of contamination. Once you have responded,
‘Amen’, opened the pyx, and consumed the consecrated Gluten-Free host, please return the pyx to the Celebrant.




