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Office contact details:
chichester@abdiocese.org.uk
07521697117 / 01243 782343

Office Opening 8-3.30pm Mon-Fri
St Richard’s of Chichester

The Presbytery, Cawley Road,
Chichester, PO19 1XB

Our Lady of the Assumption
Fairfield Road, Bosham, PO18 8JH
St Peter

Church Road, East Wittering, PO20 8PS
Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Wilfrid
12 Church Road, Selsey, PO20 oLS
website www.saintsofsussex.com
Regular news and insight:
instagram.com/saints.of.sussex
facebook.com/saints.of.sussex
Online Masses youtube.com/c/
SaintsofSussexParish
Safeguarding

Parish checks training
Sg.chichester@abdiocese,org.uk
Safeguarding concerns: 01293 651148
angela.mcgrory@abdiocese.org.uk
Parish bereavement support
Request a callback via the Office
Hall & church availability
www.saintsofsussex.com/
church-and-hall-availability

Parish Giving

Name: RCD Arundel & Brighton Saints
of Sussex

Sort Code: 40-05-20 Account No:
41076582

Cheques payable to: Saints of Sussex
Donations by Credit or Debit card
Can be made in person via the terminals
in all our churches

For regular giving by bank
standing order and for
information on gift aid visit:

www saintsofsussex.com/regular-

giving.html
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wicks, fainthearted,

discouraged. Others,
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lawyers, have been lawbreakers’ victims, unfairly treated. ..

In this final Christmastide weekend, we remember Bethlehem
occupied, impoverished by the Roman superpower, low-status
shepherds, an unmarried Mother’s social stigma, giving birth
in a stable, not to mention murderous Herod’s suspicion
towards both Baby and clever foreign astronomers. ..

While Isaiah encourages oppressed Israclites of a different era,
he rings true for Baby Jesus and people with whom He grows
up. After 30 quiet years, He queues alongside broken people
seeking reconciliation and strength to respond to hard truths
proclaimed by the charismatic prophet John. They humble
themselves to be washed like the notorious past Syrian
Naaman in the muddy Jordan, not for leprosy cure, but
seeking deeper inner healing. ..

When Jesus reaches the front of the queue, John feels
unqualified to give Him anything. Instinctively John knows
Jesus needn’t change the direction of His perfectly love-
centred life. Jesus knows He needs to come down to the
lowest level to be truly alongside us in our miserable
condition. (In just over a month, we’ll witness Jesus going

even lower as we move into Lent)...

As soon as Jesus rises from the dirty water we see Him
connect with both Father and Spirit. (At Easter catechumens’
will rise from Baptism and receive the Holy Spirit). ..

Another breakthrough occurs as Peter enters a pagan house for
the first time and baptises Cornelius’ household. The
mysterious Servant of Isaiah’s promise is there not only for His
own race and culture but for the world. ..

Today as we face our struggles, we each need to hear God’s
voice: “This is my beloved son (daughter), with whom I am
well pleased”. ..

Fr Peter Coxe

(resident in Bognor Regis, and a priest of Plymouth Diocese, currently
ministering as Chaplain to the L'Arche Community in the town. Fr Peter

also supports the parish in Bognor Regis and local schools. )
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11th Jan - Baptism of the Lord

Ist Reading Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 Behold my servant, in whom my soul delights.

Resp Psalm 29 The Lord will bless his people with peace

2nd Reading Acts 10:34-38 God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit

Alleluia, Alleluia. The heavens were opened and the voice of the father thundered: ‘This is my

beloved Son, listen to him’. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 3:13017 When Jesus was baptised he saw the Spirit (yrGod coming to rest on him.

Bidding prayers: www. saintsofsussex.com/intercessions

Second collection this week is for Friends of the
Holy Land. They seek to secure a resilient and enduring
community for Christians in the West Bank, Gaza, Israel
and Jordan. The charity aids the Christians in the region
by raising awareness of the challenges they experience,
encouraging prayers to be offered for their intentions and
generating financial resources to provide for a sustainable
future.

Your donation cannot be gift aided (unless you make a
donation directly with the charity).

The next Monthly EVENT is on Thursday January
15th at Bosham. Mass at 12.15 followed by lunch and a
talk/presentation on TCONS' by Rev. Philip Meader.
All welcome. If you need transport to the Event, please
contact Tony on 07941949760 by Tuesday 13th

January.

Tuesday 27th January at 7pm Catholic Women
Walking with Women: Engaged Women. A Faith
Journey Through Life’s Seasons is a year-long webinar
series designed to meet women where they truly are, in
the real circumstances and rhythms of life, and to explore
how God walks with us in every season. Please join a
conversation with Weronika Felcis of Andante as we dis-
cuss how to discern love and marriage. Email ad-
min@NBCW.co.uk to register

Exploring the vocation to teaching in our
diocesan schools - online event -Tuesday 13
January - 5.30pm to 6.30pm

If you are interested in hearing more about the vocation
to teaching and what teaching in a Catholic school
involves, Dave Legrand, Diocesan Secondary RE
Advisor, will be running this online information event.
This event would be suitable for anyone considering a
career change or simply interested in finding out more
about the role of teachers in our Catholic schools for any
age group or for any subject specialism. To book a place,
please use the link: abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Ann
Greenwood, parishioner of St Richard’s, who passed
away last week. Her funeral will be held at St Richard’s
on Wednesday 28th January at 1.30pm. Our thoughts go
out to Peter her husband and her grieving friends and

family .

We pray for the repose of the soul of Catherine McHale
RIP (known to us as Kay), regular St Richard’s
parishioner, we pray also for her children Sean and

Carole. Kay’s funeral will be held at St Richards on 22nd

January at 12 noon.

Lectio Divina

Lectio Divina is back for the New Year! We pray, read
and explore the scripture readings for the upcoming Sun-
day each week. Please join us at St Richard’s upper par-
ish room at 7pm every Thursday in term time. All most

welcome.

Have you joined the parish in the last year or
two?

Come along to a New Parishioners' Lunch on 31 January
after the 12pm Mass, to meet other new and not-so-new
parishioners, and the clergy. Bring a plate of finger food

to share.

Bosham Coffee and Chat
The next coffee and chat will be on Thursday 22nd Janu-
ary 10.30 -11.30 at Our Lady Bosham

Please pray for our sick parishioners: Agnes Martin,
Anthony Nageon De Lestang, Barry Buck, Brenda Gibson,
David Pearce, Doreen Headley, Elizabeth McCaughey,
Gerald McGregor, Joao da Silva, Jill Serna, Josephine Ferlisi,
Kinga Buckley, Kitty Hall, Lois Bleasdale, Margaret Beazley,
Mary Eveleigh, Nell Hassett; Patricia Herron, Patricia Smith,
Ruiyang Xu, Rita Rooke, Roger Cluff, Sheila Lyons, Susan
Line, Trish Evans, Valerie & John Dane. Please let the office
know of any changes
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Dates for your diary - at a glance:
10/1  the next First Holy Communion classes, Chichester

11/1 Baptisms in 2025 Celebration St Richard’s lower parish room 2.30-3.30pm

14/1  the next Confirmation class 7.30pm Chichester

18/1  Baptism Programme Introductory session St Richard’s 2.30-3.30pm

20/1  The next RCIA Class St Richard’s 7.30pm
31/1  New Parishioners’ lunch 12.30pm
4/2 Grandparents in Faith 7pm Our Lady, Bosham

Are you wanting to have your child baptised?

The new baptism preparation course will start with an informal
info session on Sunday afternoon 18" January 2.30-3.30pm in
the lower parish room at St Richards (for all members of
families, babies and siblings; drinks and cake will be served).

Tuesday Discussion Group, Our Lady of the
Assumption, Bosham (follows Adoration and 10am
Mass). Join us for topical faith-based discussion
over refreshments. All most welcome

Children’s Liturgy

* this weekend 11th January at Our Lady of the
Assumption

¢ next weekend at St Richard’s Children’s Liturgy
18th January.

* St Peter’s Church offers a children’s liturgy every
Sunday.

A celebration of all baptisms in 2025.
Sunday Jan 11th on the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord, we invite all those families of children who
have been baptised in 2025 to meet up together. In
the Lower Parish Room at St Richard’s. You will
receive an invite via ChurchSuite, please do let us
know if you can make it. Light refreshments will

be served 2.20-3.30pm.

Applications for the Arundel & Brighton Lourdes
Pilgrimage this July are now open!

The Diocese takes more than 700 pilgrims to visit the Shrine of
Our Lady of Lourdes each year, including young people,
families, and those who are sick, disabled, frail or elderly and
need our help to make the journey. Is Our Lady calling you to
Lourdes this summer? To find out more about our pilgrimage
week in France click here and visit the diocesan website.

In the October Fast day we raised £1005 for the
valuable work of CAFOD. We have received a
letter of thanks

Our next RCIA meeting is at 7.30pm on Tuesday 20th
January in the Lower Parish Room at St Richard’s. Come
along with your questions. Anyone interested in finding out
about the Faith is very welcome.

ChurchSuite

If you missed it first time round and would like
information about ChurchSuite, our church info
system for church events, rotas and groups then
please ask at the office. If you have forgotten your
password and would like to reset it, please ask for
a link to be sent to you by emailing the parish
office.

Bible Study - Wednesdays at 7.30pm (follows 7pm Mass),
Lower Parish Room. Join us as we continue to explore the bib-
lical roots of the Mass over refreshments. All very welcome.

Holocaust Memorial Day is One Day - 27 January that
we put aside to come together to remember, to learn about the
Holocaust, Nazi Persecution and the genocides that followed in
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur, in the hope that there
may be one day in the future with no genocide. On this day Kate
Moss talks at Chichester Festival Theatre on Honouring
Courageous Women click here to book.

Easyfundraising

Help us get 2026 off to a great start for Parish of
Our Lady and the Saints of Sussex by signing up to
support us on #easyfundraising.

Your online shopping turns into free cashback for
us, with over 8,000 retailers including John Lewis
& Partners, eBay, Argos, M&S and more donating
- at no extra cost to you.

https: //join.easyfundraising.org.uk/
saintsofsussex/285205/¢2s/2YSXMpZl/CE065/

facebook/  If you would like to know more ask

Amy in the office
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Date Church Time online Mass Intention
Sat 10 Jan 2026 Chichester 12noon |/
Chichester 4.15pm Ordinariate Rite
Chichester 6pm v Oliver and Therese Lynch RIP (Rowena Innes)
Sun 11 Jan 2026 Witterings 9am Barbara Gallagher RIP
The Baptism of | Chichester 9.30am |/ Recovery of Valerie and John Dane (Richard
the Lord France)
Selsey 11am People of the Parish
Bosham 11.30am Mollie Payne RIP (Patrick Hill)
Chichester 12noon Mass in Polish
Chichester 5.30pm Tom Daughty
Mon 12% Jan 2026 | Chichester 8am v Maggie Culver RIP (Mary Downy)
Tues 13% Jan 2026 | Chichester 8am
Bosham 10am Recovery of Valerie and John Dane (Richard
France)
Wednesday 14 Chichester 8am Morning prayer, adoration and rosary (no Mass)
Jan 2026 Selsey 10am
Chichester 6-7pm Adoration
Chichester 7pm v
Thurs 15% Jan 2026 | Bosham 12.15am The Monthly Event
Recovery of Valerie and John Dane (Richard
France)
Friday 16" Jan Chichester 8am Morning prayer, adoration and rosary (no Mass)
2026 Witterings 10am Martin Howe RIP (Gio Grabowski)
Chichester 12 noon
Sat 17 Jan 2026 Chichester 11-12 Rosary prayer group
St Antony Chichester 12noon |V
Chichester 4.15pm Ordinariate Rite
Chichester 6pm Wellbeing of Geoff Poulter
Sun 18" Jan 2026 | Witterings 9am Wellbeing of Valentina Massella (Gio Grabowski)
2" Sunday in Chichester 9.30am Pat Ware RIP (Family)
Ordinary Time Selsey 11lam People of the Parish
Bosham 11.30am John James Glynn RIP
Chichester 12noon Mass in Polish
Chichester 5.30pm People of the Parish
Confessions Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Bosham Tuesday 9.30-10am Tues 9.30 — 10am,
Chichester | Wednesday 6-7pm, Saturday 5-5.45pm, Wed from 8.30am -1pm & 6— 7pm
Sunday 5-5.30pm Friday 11am-12 noon.
Selsey Wednesday 9.30-10am Mon 9.30-10.30 & Wed 9.30-10am
Witterings | Friday 9.30-10 Wed 9.00-12noon

Gluten-Free Hosts If you require a Gluten-Free host, please advise the Welcomer (or Celebrant if a Welcomer is not available) before Mass begins. These
will be placed in a small pyx in the Ciborium, on top of the other hosts. When you approach the Priest for Holy Communion, please ask for ‘Gluten-Free’ and
they will hand the unopened pyx to you, saying, ‘The Body of Christ’, in the normal way. This removes the risk of contamination. Once you have responded,
‘Amen’, opened the pyx, and consumed the consecrated Gluten-Free host, please return the pyx to the Celebrant.




